
Volume 14,  Issue 7   January 2012  

www.HightowerPTA.org  Page 1 

 Hightower Elementary PTA 2011 -2012  

Hello Hightower Tigers and Parents!  
Can you believe that January is already over!  What a busy month and now we are getting ready for Book Fair next 

week!  Are you ready for a Book Fair Luau ɬ It's a Reading Celebration!  We also have lunch with someone special all 

week, Chick-Fil-A is our corporate sponsor for lunch all week and Thursday night, which is also Pajama Night with 

ÖÜÙɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯ2ÛÖÙàÛÌÓÓÌÙȮɯ,ÐÚÚɯ+ÈÔÉÌÙÛȭɯ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÊÖÔÌɯÑÖÐÕɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÕȵɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯÍÜÕɯÞÌÌÒȵ 

The rest of February brings lots of events at our school.  We have a Parent Ed class on Feb. 8th, our Banking Day,    

Bluebonnet Breakfast on Feb. 14th ÈÕËɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÖÜÙɯ5ÈÓÌÕÛÐÕÌɀÚɯ#Èàɯ/ÈÙÛÐÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÎÙÈËÌɯÓÌÝÌÓÚɯÖÕɯ%ÌÉȭɯƕƘth; 

just to mention a few.  Please check the back calendar for all the details. 

Everyone please join me in congratulating Coach Lynn Fernandez, Miss Stacy Lambert and Mrs. Vicky Grover as our 

newest Texas PTA Lifetime Members.   We appreciate all of your time and energy towards the benefit of our children, 

our school and our PTA. 

 ÓÚÖɯÓÌÛɯÜÚɯÊÖÕÎÙÈÛÜÓÈÛÌɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ1ÌÍÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯÞÐÕÕÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯ2ÊÐÌÕÊÌɯ%ÈÐÙɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÕÛÚɀɯÈÕËɯÞÐÕÕÌÙÚɯÍÖÙɯ

ÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÏÈÙËɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÚÌÔÌÚÛÌÙȭɯɯɯ ɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÑÖÉɯËÖÕÌɯÉàɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÈÕËɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÞÐÚÏɯÛÏÌÔɯÓÜÊÒɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ1ÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯÈÕËɯ

State level competitions! 

On a side note, PISD has signed a new beverage contract with Coca-Cola for 2012.  We will use all of our current     

supplies until the rest of this year; but if you happen to buy new products for any upcoming parties, please try and 

remember to purchase Coke ɬ Dasani Water and Minute Maid Lemonade.  

Best Wishes to Everyone! 

 

 

+ÖÙÌÕËÈɯɁ1ÌÕɂɯ3ÏÐÌÔÈÕÕȮɯ 

Hightower PTA President  

President@hightowerpta.org 

 

Look Whatõs Inside... 

¶ Notes from Our Principal ñ Page 2 

¶ Message from the Teachers ñ Pages 3-4 

¶ Counselor Corner, PE News ñ Page 4 

¶ Pace Referrals, Parent ED ñ Page 5 

¶ Book Fair, TigerJam, Yard Sale ñ Page 

6 

¶ Reflections ñ Page 7 

¶ Box Tops, Teacher Holiday Luncheon ñ 

Page 8 

¶ Calendar ñ Page 9 

¶ Never run a car or truck in the garage with the garage door 

shut. Carbon monoxide can build up quickly while your 

car or truck is running in a closed garage. Never run your 

car or truck inside a garage that is attached to a house and 

always open the door to any garage to let in fresh air when 

running a car or truck inside the garage.  

¶ Drive slowly and look both ways when pulling forward in 

the carpool line.  We have had a few potential incidents 

where vehicles are moving forward, parents are waving at 

their child and drivers are not seeing pedestrians in the 

crosswalk. 

¶ No cell phone usage in school zones. 

The Hightower community will develop self -directed lifelong learners who achieve  
their personal best in a diverse world.  

mailto:President@hightowerpta.org
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Dear Hightower Families, 
 

 

We are so lucky to begin 2012 with such beautiful weather! As the temperatures get colder, please     

remember to send coats, hats and gloves to keep the little ones warm during recess. 
 

The staff and I are looking forward to an exciting second semester filled with fun -filled activities and 

ÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎȭɯɯ6ÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯÍÖÊÜÚÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÌÕÌÙÎÐÌÚȮɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯÖÜÙɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯ

reach our primary goal of providing an exemplary education to every student who attends Hightower.   

We appreciate your partnership in helping us achieve this goal.  
 

Wild on Reading continues to be a success with students as they find joy in reading.  We were thrilled 

to see students and staff bringing books to life in the book character parade on January 6, 2012.  The 

students had a wonderful time either observing participants or dressing as their favorite book         

character!   We appreciate all the encouragement you give your child to participate in this exciting 

monthly reading program.  
 

Congratulations to the Reflections and Science Fair participants and winners. All of the entries and  

projects were absolutely awesome!  We were so pleased to be able to recognize the Science Fair winners 

at our annual assembly.  Congratulations again to the Grand Prize winners Andrew H. and Robert I.  
 

Each year the task of selecting the Teacher of the Year recipients becomes more difficult.  Hightower is 

fortunate to have many outstanding teachers who are worthy of receiving this prestigious honor.  

Please join us in congratulating our 2012 Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Deborah Spalding and Beginning 

Teacher of the Year, Ms. Jennifer Cooney.  We are truly honored to have these remarkable teachers  

represent Hightower!  
 

Congratulations to Ms. Vicky Grover, Mrs. Fernandez and Ms. Lambert who have been selected as 

Texas PTA Lifetime members.  We appreciate all of your contributions to the PTA!  
 

As a reminder, students are to be in the building before the bell rings at 7:45. Students that are not in 

the front door before the bell rings at 7:45 are counted tardy. The gym doors open at 7 a.m. -               

supervision is provided. Front doors open at 7:30 a.m. Being tardy is disruptive to other students and 

classroom instruction.  Please remember that when your child is absent you must call into the Child 

Safe Line every day that they are absent, 469-752-1800 - option 3. 

 

Sincerely,  
 

Mariea Sprott,  

Principal, Hightower Elementary School  

www.hightowerpta.org  

http://www.hightowerpta.org
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Happy New Year from Kindergarten  

We are so excited to start our second half of Kindergarten.  So much to look forward to!  It is 

amazing to see how much we have grown.  We are writing in journals, thinking through math 

problems, talking about how one person can make the world a better place and working out our 

problems like good self -managers! Kindergarten is such a busy place.  Have a great second     

semester everyone. 

 

 

Happy New Year from 2 nd Grade!  We hope all of you have been staying warm during our cold 

winter days.  We had a blast starting off the New Year with the fun Book Character Parade and 

College Week!  The children have been busy engaging and learning all about teamwork in our 

Language Arts Unit, Better Together.  During math, they are collecting data and representing 

their data in different types of graphs.  Try taking some surveys at home and then have your 

ÊÏÐÓËɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯÎÙÈ×Ïȵɯɯ.ÜÙɯÐÕÛÌÎÙÈÛÌËɯÊÜÙÙÐÊÜÓÜÔɯÜÕÐÛɯÐÚɯɁ"ÏÈÕÎÌɯÐÚɯ$ÝÌÙàÞÏÌÙÌȯɯ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÐÛàɯÈÕËɯ

"ÏÈÕÎÌȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌàɯÌß×ÓÖÙÌɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÛà×ÌÚɯÖÍɯÔÈÛÛÌÙȮɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÈÕËɯÊÏÌÔÐÊÈÓɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚȮɯÚÖÜÕËȮɯÉÈÚÐÊɯ

needs past and present, and even learn about our government.  We are looking forward to seeing 

ÔÈÕàɯÖÍɯàÖÜɯÕÌßÛɯÞÌÌÒɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯ!ÖÖÒɯ%ÈÐÙɯÈÕËɯɁ$ÈÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ2ÖÔÌÖÕÌɯ2×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ6ÌÌÒɂȭɯɯ 

Conference times were sent home this week with your child. If you do not have a scheduled conference please contact 

àÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙȭɯɯ"ÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÞÌÌÒɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƛ-10, see you then!  

 

 

We hope you have had a wonderful start to the New Year! Our first graders are working hard 

and are planning to make 2012 a great year! In Language Arts, we are starting Unit 4. Our new 

ÛÏÌÔÌɯÐÚȯɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯ3ÌÈÔɯ4×ȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÞÐÓÓɯfocus  on reading and writing  about how teams work 

together. In Integrated, your child will be learning about the United States Government, the Solar 

System, and Body Systems. We will explore these systems through scientific investigations and 

problem solving. In Math, we will be working on sorting, collecting and representing data, and 

comparing age data.   

Conferences will be the week of February 13thȭɯɯ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÉÌɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÕÖÛÌɯÍÙÖÔɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ

teacher regarding times and dates.                                                                                                                                               

Please keep up the good work with Wild on Reading and Wild on Math.  Thank you for all you do!  

 

Third graders returned from Winter Break relaxed and rejuvenated, just in time to turn into our 

favorite book characters and march in the Book Character Parade!  We have completed our  

ÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯÜÕÐÛȮɯɁ$ß×ÙÌÚÚɯ8ÖÜÙÚÌÓÍȮɂɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÖÜÙɯÕÌßÛɯÜÕÐÛɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁ.ÜÙɯ3ÌÈÔÚȭɂɯɯ(ÕɯÖÜÙɯɯɯ

stories, we will be working on the skills of drawing conclusions, theme, problem/solution, and      

sequence of events.  We have begun our unit on systems in Integrated Curriculum, so get ready 

to study ecosystems!  We will be visiting the Heritage Farmstead on March 21st and studying 

what life was like with Plano was first settled.  Thank you for getting the Science Fair projects 

turned in.  They looked great!  In Math, we have started multiplication, so please review the   multiplication facts at 

home.  When we all work together as a team, the students benefit the most.  Open House will be on March 8, and we 

ÊÈÕɀÛɯÞÈÐÛɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÚÏÈÙÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜȭɯ3ÏÈÕÒÚɯÍÖÙɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÐÎÕɯ ÎÌÕËÈÚɯËÈÐÓàȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÙÌÈËɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÈÛÏɯÍÈÊÛÚɯËÈÐÓàȭɯɯ!ÖÛÏɯÈÙÌɯÉÌÐÕÎɯɁÓÖÎÎÌËɂɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ6ÐÓËɯÖÕɯɯɯ1ÌÈËÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ6ÐÓËɯÖÕɯ

Math.  We have seen AMAZING progress this year, and love to continue to watch your children learn and grow!  
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The fifth grade has been extremely busy in the last month.  Science projects are all finished and 

they were incredible!  The students worked very hard on these projects and they were rewarded 

with their effort.  In the classroom the students are really gearing up for the second semester.  In 

Math, they are learning about the perimeter and area of many different types of polygons.        

2ÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÖÕÎÖÐÕÎɯÌß×ÌÙÐÔÌÕÛȭɯɯ3ÏÌàɯÓÖÝÌËɯÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɀÚɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌàɯ

learned so much!  In Language Arts, we are learning about different types of texts and various  

figures of speech.  All in all, we are excited to be back after the winter break and are enjoying 

every last minute of it.   

 

 

Brrr! It is a bright and busy winter in 4 th grade.  We are beginning a fun new unit on fractions in 

math.  In I.C., we will be studying the civil war era in Texas.  As we gear up for spring we are 

kicking our writing into high gear with lots of practice on both expository and narrative writing.  

Ask your fourth grader about our awesome new Write Source books!  During these cold winter 

weeks please remember to send warm jackets, hats and gloves for chilly recesses.  We are      

looking forward to some fun activities in the next few weeks including book fair, the Bluebonnet 

!ÙÌÈÒÍÈÚÛɯÈÕËɯÖÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÖÜÙɯ5ÈÓÌÕÛÐÕÌɀÚɯ#Èàɯ×ÈÙÛàȵɯ 

 

Calling All 5 th  Grade Parents!!  
 

Do you want to get more information about Frankford Middle School?  
There will be an informational meeting on Monday 1/30 at 7:00 p.m . in the cafeteria at Frankford 

Middle School. Please plan to attend if you want to hear about all the wonderful programs that will 

be offered next year.  

Aubrey Nell, School Counselor  
Aubrey.Nell@pisd.edu , 469.752.1815 

PE NEWS  

1st-5th grade students jog during PE and have accomplished 7 miles since October. Students will earn a 

ÚÏÖÌɯÛÖÒÌÕɯÍÖÙɯÌÝÌÙàɯƙɯÔÐÓÌÚɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌËȭɯɯ+ÖÖÒɯÍÖÙɯÚÏÖÌɯÛÖÒÌÕÚɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÌËɯÖÕɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ

back pack to know how many miles they have earned. Keep encouraging them to be fit 

and healthy. 
 

The self-paced 6 month marathon 26.2miles started in October. Encourage your child to keep coloring in 

the mileage log as they go. Extra copies of mileage logs can be found at mypisd.net under PE class or 

from the PE teachers.  Mileage logs are due in March and the final award ceremony will be March 31st. 

During PE classes, all grade levels jog as a part of the curriculum.  Your child is welcome to use these 

miles towards Marathon Kids if they wish.  
 

It is important that your child has on proper tennis shoes for participation. To ensure the safety during 

PE or Fitness class tennis shoes must have some device to tighten the shoe. You can find 

àÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚɯ/$ɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌɯÈÛɯÔà×ÐÚËȭÕÌÛɯÖÙɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÛÏÌɯ/$ɯËÌ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛȭ 

 
Lynne Fernandez                                                                                                      
Lynne.fernandez@pisd.edu, 469-752-1871 

mailto:Aubrey.Nell@pisd.edu
mailto:Lynne.fernandez@pisd.edu
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Provided By:                                

Practical Parent Education 
 

Here is your monthly quick tip from Practical Parent Education 

through PISD. We hope you find it helpful.  
 

Mahum Khan, Parent Education Chairman,  

Parent-ed@HightowerPTA.org  

 

 

PACE Referral Deadline for grades 1 through 5 is  

Thursday, March 10, 2011 at 3:00 P.M.  

No late packets can be accepted. If you are interested in having your child tested,        

please request a packet from Sheila Swearingen via email.  

sheila.swearingen@pisd.edu  

mailto:mailto:Parent-ed@HightowerPTA.org
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YARD SALE!  
Hightower Elementary PTA will be renting parking spaces at Hightower where you can hold your own 

Ɂ8ÈÙËɯ2ÈÓÌɂȭɯ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÖÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÝÌÕÜÌɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÙÌÜÚÌȮɯÙÌËÜÊÌȮɯÙÌÊàÊÓÌȮɯÖÙɯÙÌ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌɯàÖÜÙɯÜÕÞÈÕÛÌËɯ

goods. Although this is a fundraiser benefiting Hightower PTA, we offer this as a community -based 

event where everyone is welcome to participate. 
 

Save the sale date of Saturday, March 24 th. (Rain date: Saturday, March 31) 

Parking spaces will start at $20 each and you may keep your own profits from the sale. 
 

Packets with detailed information are available by e -mail or on the Hightower PTA website at 

www.HightowerPTA.org . Fliers requesting reservation commitments were sent home separately.                      

Please return your reservation ASAP as spaces fill up quickly. 
 

Start cleaning out your closets and make plans to attend the Yard Sale   

either as a buyer or as a seller. We hope to see you at the Sale! 
 

Contact: Laura White, Yard Sale Chairman 

972-964-1141 home or yard-sale@HightowerPTA.org 

Scholastic Book Fair Luau  

Lunch with Someone Special  
January 30 th  thru February 3 rd  2012 

Please see letter for additional details  

 
 

Leslie Williams, Book Fair Chairperson  
book-fair@HightowerPTA.org , 214-995-1609 

Mark your calendars for TigerJam, formerly known as SpringFest for Friday, April 20, 2012. This is the 

biggest fundraising event of the year packed with games, food, silent auction and DJ dancing! 

We are looking for committee chairmen for Decorations, Ticket Sales, Games and cashiers for the silent 

auction.  OR if your business would like to donate to the event or auction, please contact: 
 

Ronda Dawson,  Tiger Jam Chairperson 

tiger-jam@hightowerpta.org  

http://www.hightowerpta.org/
mailto:yard-sale@HightowerPTA.org
mailto:mailto:book-fair@HightowerPTA.org

